Stereoselective disposition of flupentixol: influence on steady-state plasma concentrations in schizophrenic patients.
Steady-state plasma concentrations of cis(Z)-flupentixol (active principle) and trans(E)-flupentixol (inactive) were measured in 41 patients at least on one occasion. Results indicate that concentrations of the trans-isomer are significatively higher. This demonstrates that the two isomers are not handled in the same way by the organism. This may be relevant if plasma level monitoring is performed using non-specific analytical methods.